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I. Introduction 

In May 2015, former members of the University of Illinois Football Program raised 
complaints through social media, traditional media outlets, and a formal complaint to the 
University’s Dean of Students Office about management of injuries, scholarship removal for 
fourth-year players in 2014, and other alleged coaching misconduct. This Investigative Report 
analyzes all of these complaints, which relate primarily to former Head Coach Tim Beckman. 

The information obtained through more than 100 interviews and review of more than 
200,000 documents reveals that sports medicine personnel made substantial efforts to safeguard 
student-athletes consistent with applicable sports medicine standards and protocols. In contrast, 
although Coach Beckman supported student-athlete welfare in various respects, he also 
employed a wide array of motivational tactics directed primarily at players and athletic trainers 
that violated such standards and protocols in meaningful and systemic ways. Furthermore, to 
create room for new players joining the program for the spring 2015 semester, Coach Beckman 
caused four players to be pressured to relinquish their scholarships at the end of the fall 2014 
semester against those players’ express wishes. With respect to other alleged coaching abuse, we 
did not find evidence corroborating player concerns, other than Coach Beckman’s habit of 
threatening players with potential loss of their scholarships to attempt to motivate them. In 
addition to explaining the basis for these findings, this Investigative Report describes the 
Division of Intercollegiate Athletics’ efforts to implement remedial measures since our 
investigation began. 

II. Executive Summary 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign through Campus Legal Counsel Scott 
Rice engaged Franczek Radelet P.C. to conduct an independent investigation into the 
management of injuries, scholarship renewal practices, and other player treatment issues in the 
Football Program during Head Coach Tim Beckman’s tenure. Below, we describe the scope of 
our investigation and provide a summary of our findings. 

A. Sports Medicine 

Our investigation of sports medicine matters within the Football Program focused on the 
extent to which former Head Coach Beckman’s program pressured student-athletes to play 
through injuries or return to athletic participation too early after suffering an injury. We 
evaluated whether and how extensively Coach Beckman sought to manage injuries with 
motivational tactics directed toward players and sports medicine personnel. Through interviews 
with sports medicine personnel, coaches, and players, we learned that Coach Beckman 
discouraged student-athletes from seeking assistance from sports medicine personnel and, when 
players sought medical assistance, challenged and questioned medical judgments indirectly but 
routinely. 1 



1 In light of privacy protections attendant to student-athlete medical information, the number of players involved 
with the Football Program, and the systemic nature of Coach Beckman’s communication strategies, this 
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